
Publication ethics and malpractice statement

Meditarch Publishing is committed to the highest possible standards of publication ethics. All 

articles  received  undergo  a  rigorous  peer-review  process.  Expectations  for  the  editor  and 

editorial board, reviewers, and authors are summarized below, as well as procedures followed in  

case of ethical misconduct.

Editor’s and editorial board’s responsibilities

Mediterranean Archaeology’s editor and editorial board are committed to handling submissions 

without any form of discrimination based on gender,  sexual preferences, religious or political 

beliefs, social background, ethnic or geographical origin. 

For  all  types of  publications  (journal  issues,  supplementary  volumes,  special  volumes), 

submissions are assessed and accepted or rejected depending only on their academic merit and 

scientific content.

The editorial board is responsible for avoiding any potential conflict of interest between authors 

and reviewers.

Reviewers’ responsibilities

The duty  of  reviewers  is  to  help  the editor  make a fair  decision concerning submissions to  

Meditarch  for  publishing  by  providing  an  objective  assessment  of  the  manuscript  within 

reasonable time limits.

Reviewers must keep all information supplied by the editor under strict confidentiality and must 

not retain copies of the submission sent to them for evaluation.

Reviewers should inform the editor if they are aware of published (or submitted) content that is 

closely similar to what they have been asked by the editor to review for Meditarch.

Reviewers must inform the editor and withdraw from the evaluation process if there is a potential  

conflict of interest with the author of the submission.



Authors’ responsibilities

Authors must confirm that the manuscript submitted constitutes an original scientific work and is 

not under review or accepted for publication elsewhere. If parts of the content of their submission  

overlap with published (or submitted)  work,  authors must  acknowledge and cite the relevant 

source.

It is the responsibility of authors to obtain permission to reproduce any illustrations or content 

from other sources. Content reproduced from other published sources must be acknowledged 

and  references  must  be  appropriately  cited.  Illustrations  obtained  from  museums,  galleries, 

private collectors, archaeological services or expeditions must be acknowledged in accordance 

with their suppliers’ instructions.

When allowed by their academic institution, employer, financial sponsor, and others who might  

have an interest in the question, authors should deposit data related to the submitted manuscript 

in a suitable repository accessible to other scholars.

Mediterranean Archaeology unreservedly condemns illegal archaeological excavations and the 

illicit trade in antiquities and will not accept proposals for first publication of objects that are likely 

to  have  come  from  an  illegal  excavation.  Authors  are  expected  to  demonstrate  complete 

transparency in this matter and no research that might violate national or international laws will  

be considered.

Ethical misconduct

Ethical misconduct may be reported to the editor at any time, by anyone.

Whoever informs the editor of such conduct must provide sufficient evidence of it to enable an 

investigation to be initiated. All allegations will be investigated with due care before decisions are 

reached.

After the editor has assessed the gravity of the case, further relevant evidence may be sought, 

while avoiding the dissemination of allegations beyond the circle of those who need to know in 

order to contribute to the decision process.

Whenever ethical misconduct has been identified, the following actions  may be taken by the 

editor, depending on the gravity of the case: informing the author or reviewer of the points that 

constitute a breach of publication ethics standards, sending a formal letter of warning to the 

author or reviewer to avoid ethical misconduct in future cases, and formal refusal of publication in 

the journal.
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